This is a draft template:  Please revise it and make it appropriate and specific to your orchestra and your style

Please send it to all the MPs in your city/region, not just the one where your orchestra is located – match your correspondence to your audience data

Date

Name, MP
Riding name
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0A6

Dear Mr./Ms. Or Dear Minister,
 
Congratulations on your election as the Member of Parliament for [Name of Riding]! We look forward to working with you to continue to make our community strong, welcoming and prosperous.

As you are likely aware, the (name of orchestra) makes an important contribution to (name of city/region).  Our orchestra is a vital part of the identity of our community, contributes significantly to quality of life, to our economy and our inclusiveness.  We work with businesses, educators and other partners to make (name of town/city) a great place to live and work.  Residents throughout our region benefit directly from our programs and performances.

Option A: (Paragraph specifically for Liberal MPs)

We applaud the Liberal Party’s ongoing commitment to arts and culture.  Your acknowledgment of the contribution culture makes to our economy and identify is truly appreciated.  Recognizing the critical role that federal investment plays in supporting orchestras like ours, we are particularly pleased by your party’s ongoing commitment to double the investment in the Canada Council for the Arts.  Fulfilling this pledge will go a long way to strengthening and expanding the contribution our orchestra has in [name of community.] We were also pleased to note that Culture Pass was an important part of your party’s election platform, and hope it will create new opportunities for young people to attend our activities in the future.   

Option B: (Paragraph specifically for non-Liberal MPs)

Federal investment through the Canada Council for the Arts and programs from departments like Canadian Heritage play an important and vital role in the success of our orchestra. Federal government funding is key to leveraging the significant private and earned revenue our orchestra raises and to ensuring that audiences can benefit from our work.  

Option C: (Paragraph regarding Infrastructure funding)

For orchestras that have benefitted from infrastructure funding or plan to request cultural infrastructure funding sometime soon, you may also wish to acknowledge and thank the government for investments in infrastructure that have benefited your orchestra/your community over the past four years or mention your forthcoming project.  

As our MP, we look forward to working with you to ensure you are always aware of the impact of Federal investments in our sector and of our contribution to [name of community.] We’re counting on you to be our community’s voice in Ottawa, and to work closely with your fellow Members of Parliament to support orchestras throughout the country.  

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to more fully brief you on our activities and contribution to [name of community].  We’d also love to host you at an upcoming performance of [name of orchestra].  We will be in touch with your office shortly to see when you’d be available to meet and to attend an upcoming performance.

In the meantime, congratulations once again on your election victory and all the best in Ottawa.  We look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,






Board Chair or other appropriate representative

Attachments:  	Board list
Most recent/current season brochure
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